
Facebook Messenger
Facebook also have their own messaging service.  Facebook also have their own messaging service.  
This service can still be used without an active 
Facebook profile.  Users can choose to deactivate 
their accounts but still utilise the company’s 
messaging service without a publicly accessible 
Facebook page.  

Default settings
Every user on Facebook has his/her own profile. By Every user on Facebook has his/her own profile. By 
default, people you are not friends with can view a 
preview of your profile. This includes: a limited 
selection of your photos, an overview of your profile 
information, your relationship status and your 
friends list.  

Things to consider
Facebook is a great way to connect with friends and Facebook is a great way to connect with friends and 
to share content online.  However, your Facebook 
profile can also expose personal information to 
unintended recipients.  This can range from 
current/future employees discovering 
inappropriate content to a malicious attacker using 
your profile to uncover personal details.  

Posts
Posts made by a user can only be seen by Posts made by a user can only be seen by 
“friends”.  Facebook allows users to alter this 
default setting, enabling them to configure each 
post’s audience individually. This is a great 
feature, as it means you can alter the privacy 
settings of each post relative to its content.  

Control your privacy settings
To configure your privacy settings on Facebook, To configure your privacy settings on Facebook, 
navigate to the account settings. This can be 
found by selecting the tab to the right of the 
notifications icon.  Within the settings page, there 
are several areas which can be adjusted to suit 
your privacy needs.  

Who can see your posts?
The four main options that Facebook provides The four main options that Facebook provides 
are: “Public”, “Friends”, “Only Me” and “Friends 
Except”. For personal and private pages, you 
should use the ‘Friends’ or ‘Friends Except’ 
options to prevent any unwanted parties from 
viewing personal content. This ensures that only 
people you have chosen to connect with and 
share with can see what you post. share with can see what you post. 

Who can look me up? 
There are several ways to keep your Facebook There are several ways to keep your Facebook 
account private.  One of these is to prevent 
people from finding it in the first place.  Facebook 
allows you to decide whether you want people to 
be able to find you by email address, phone 
number and search engines.  Limiting these 
settings can help keep your account private. 

FACEBOOK
Facebook is the largest social media platform in the world with 2.32 
billion monthly active user accounts.  The idea behind Facebook is 
to allow users to share their events and experiences with an 
audience of their choosing.  

Facebook also own WhatsApp and Instagram. 

There are privacy settings. You just have to use them! 
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