
Profile
Each user has a unique profile that consists of Each user has a unique profile that consists of 
their name, username, following/followers list, 
as well as a collection of the user's tweets, likes 
and retweets.  Account usernames are used to 
directly 'mention' someone within a tweet; 
‘@CyberCentreGM’ for example.  By default, 
Twitter profiles and tweets are public, therefore 
everyone has access to the content within everyone has access to the content within 
them. 

Tweets
A tweet is a 280-character post which appears A tweet is a 280-character post which appears 
on your followers' timelines.  Users can 
respond to tweets in three different ways; 
retweet, like or reply.  Retweeting shares a 
particular tweet on to your own tweet timeline, 
liking a tweet shows appreciation and replying 
allows users to respond to the tweet directly. 

Hashtags
One of Twitter's main features is the use of One of Twitter's main features is the use of 
the hashtag.  The hashtag or '#' is used within 
tweets in order to relate the tweet to a certain 
topic; for example, ‘#CyberSecurity’.  This 
feature allows people to follow specific events 
or discussions as well as being able to join in 
with their own tweets.  

Posts
Users can decide to what extent their Users can decide to what extent their 
account is public or private.  The three main 
options which should be addressed from the 
‘Privacy and Safety’ tab in the settings menu 
are: ‘Tweet Privacy’, ‘Tweet Location’ and 
‘Direct Messages’. 

Tweet Privacy decides on whether to reduce Tweet Privacy decides on whether to reduce 
tweet visibility only to users who you follow 
back on Twitter instead of allowing everyone 
to view your account’s tweets. Keeping 
tweets public is the default and, when 
changing back to a public account, please 
keep in mind that previously hidden tweets 
will be made visible to all. will be made visible to all. 

‘Tweet Location’ will, as the name suggests, 
add a current location to your Tweets. This 
can be a precise location allowing anyone 
who can see the tweet to find you; vulnerable 
users should disable this feature.  After 
disabling this feature, you are also able to 
remove existing location information from all 
existing tweets with the button situated existing tweets with the button situated 
below the tick box. 

Finally, regarding Direct Messages, it is 
recommended that users should not allow 
these to be received from anyone, as is the 
case when this tick box is unticked. When this 
option is enabled, only users you follow can 
message you. 

TWITTER
Twitter is a social networking service that allows users to express their thoughts 
and opinions with 280-character posts known as 'tweets'.  Twitter allows you to 
follow other users, tweet publicly or privately and send private messages to 
other users.  Security settings dictate how much of your content other users 
can see and should be checked before using the social media platform. 

Tweets are public to everyone by default. 

The platform is used for discussing popular topics worldwide.

Copyright © 2019 Curious Frank


